
May 14, 2025

Dear Genesee-Orleans Regional Arts Council,

Congratulations! We are pleased to inform you that your organization has been awarded Capital Projects funding for Fiscal Year 2025 by the New York State 
Council on the Arts.

Arts and culture fuel our state’s economic and workforce development, create new tourism destinations, and ensure vibrant and healthy communities. NYSCA 
grantees represent the diverse spectrum of creativity in New York State, and we are proud to invest in your critical work.

EMBARGOED PENDING STATE ANNOUNCEMENT - DO NOT CIRCULATE

The information contained in this letter is confidential and embargoed pending formal public announcement from the State. We request that you refrain from 
sharing this information with other parties or making any public announcements about the grant from your organization until the State’s announcement has been 
released. We expect this to go out this week.

Please review the following details pertaining to your contract.

Organization Name:                       Genesee-Orleans Regional Arts Council

Application ID:                                  2025-17457

Project Title:                                      Creation of the GO Barn! Arts and Cultural Center

Contract No.:                                     C251098GM

Grant Amount:                                 $7,793,000

Contract Term:                                 7/1/2025 - 6/30/2028

PART 1: ACCEPTING YOUR GRANT:

To accept your grant, please complete the following instructions by Friday, June 13th, 2025:

1.       Go to the NYSCA Portal on SmartSimple.

2.       Log on to your account.

3.       Click the “Pending Awards” icon at the bottom of the screen to view your pending grant awards.

4.       Click the “Open” link next to your grant award.

5.       Review the information on the page and then accept or decline your award. If you decline your award, please specify a reason in the comment box.

Please note that award acceptance is not a legally binding contract. Please follow the instructions in the next step to complete your contract.

PART 2: COMPLETING YOUR CONTRACT:

For instructions on how to complete your contract, please visit the Manage Your Capital Projects Grant page in the “For Grantees” section of the NYSCA Website:  
https://arts.ny.gov/ManageYourCapitalGrant 

This page contains important information on how to complete your contract, as well as general requirements and expectations for this award. Please read them 
thoroughly before you begin your contract.
For items 4-7, select the specific instructions that are appropriate for the grant amount you have received (some grant levels have different requirements than 
others). The instructions will open in a separate document, and contain links to the forms you will need.
Completing your contract will involve uploading items to the Smart Simple portal for NYSCA review, making sure other organizational requirements are up-to-
date, and signing your contract in SFS when it is finalized.
 

Please keep in mind that the capital contracting process is an iterative one that often requires revisions and requests for additional information, which can take 
some time. The budget submitted with your application is not considered final and may undergo some adjustments in order to ensure your project is in compli-
ance with New York State requirements. The Capital Projects team is here to work with you through this process and answer any questions you may have. We 
strongly encourage you to start the process of preparing and submitting your contract materials as soon as possible, in order to avoid delays in accessing your 
grant funds.

 

Please also note that, as part of contracting and state vendor responsibility compliance, NYSCA may require your contract to provide for submission of additional 
certifications regarding your overall project funding or other fiscal matters.

 

Finally, please review the crediting language in the Manage Your Capital Projects Grant section of the NYSCA website. Any press releases about your grant 
should be sent to public.affairs@arts.ny.gov for approval.

 

If you have any questions, please direct them to CapitalProjects@arts.ny.gov, and they will be answered promptly.

 

We extend our immense gratitude for your organization’s perseverance, innovation, and creativity. Congratulations on your award and we look forward to your 
project’s success!

 

Sincerely,

Erika Mallin, Executive Director

Kathy Hochul
Governor
ERIKA MALLIN
Executive Director



GoBARN
FARM & ART CENTER
Knowlesville, New York



Main Building Elements
Restrooms
Elevators/Stairs 
General Storage
Multi-use Space(s)
Flexible Event Space
Artisan Shop & 
  Fiber Arts Boutique
Galleries (2)
Art Storage
Artist Studios/Residences
Pottery Studio & Kilns
Educational Studios
Film Recording Studio 
Culinary Kitchen
Dining/Farm-to-Table
Tavern/Beer Garden
Offices/Conference
Outdoor music venue

Auxiliary Buildings
Greenhouse(s)
Animal Barn
  Small animal quarters/pens
  Large animal quarters/pens
Educational Space 
Outdoor Grazing Areas
Maintenance/Storage/Security

Potential New Programs
Fiber Arts and Crafts
Culinary Arts 
Horticultural and Agriculture Programs
Art and Design Classes
Animals and Fiber Arts
Health, Wellness, and Social Programs
Technology and Innovation Programs
Performing Arts and Music Classes
Film and Digital Media Classes
Woodworking Classes and Workshops
Crafts and DIY Classes
Sustainability and Eco-Classes
Business and Entrepreneurship Classes
Collaborative and Community Projects 
Educational and Community Events 
Bar and Beverage Service
Event Space Rentals

Potential CCE 
Shared Programs
Below is a list of some of the CCE and general programs and events on the grounds in a typical year. I focused generally on things that would allow 
for overlap or programmatic opportunity. You’ll see there are some good stretches of time where the grounds are fallow and ready for more action. 

 

Program Host What it is
Ongoing Arc cooking group Arc Weekly cooking instruction for people served

Iced and Glazed Kitchen 
Rental

Private kitchen rental - bakery Small local bakery, currently on sabatical

Dog Training Trolley 
Building Rental

Private space rental - dog 
training

Individual offering private dog training

Master Your Garden CCE Once monthly 1st Saturday horticulture education
Master Food Preserver CCE Seasonal food preservation workshops avg 6 annually
Craft Show Rental Private rental for charity event Semi-monthly. About 15 vendors. Donates to different cause each 

event.
Pop-Up Pantries CCE/Foodlink
Elderberries CCE Recreational Sr. Cooking program (in hold waiting for funding for 

regional)
Horse Shows CCE or private rentals-

 avg 10 per year
Rabies Clinic GO Health
EDA MAP Classes Economic Development New to grounds 2024

April
Home and Garden Show Orleans Chamber of 

Commerce
4-H Fashion Revue CCE

May
Office of the Aging spring 
jubilee

Office of the Aging

Conservation Field Days CCE All school districts 6th grade field trip.
June Sheepdog show Private rental
July Fair CCE
August Gospel Festival Shiloh Church New event in 2024.

September
Erie Canal Rabbit and 
Cavy Show

Private Rental Annual ARBA sanctioned rental

October Lions Scarecrow Festival Rental for public event Annual event

November
Eagle Harbor Church 
Craft Show

Rental for public event Annual multi-building vendor fair

PINY 4-H Cooking 
contest

CCE NYS ingredient youth cooking demonstration contest.

December Holiday Faire CCE 4-H Craft show and activities

GoBARN
FARM & ART CENTER - CCE/ORLEANS
Knowlesville, New York

GoBARN Buildings and Programs 
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GoBARN Site Plan    SCALE:  1”= 50’
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GoBARN Aerial Site Plan    SCALE:  1”= 50’
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SITE PERSPECTIVE
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SITE PERSPECTIVE 
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FIRST FLOOR PLAN   NTS
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SECOND FLOOR PLAN   NTS
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THIRD FLOOR PLAN   NTS
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PERSPECTIVES
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PERSPECTIVES - EAST ENTRY
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PERSPECTIVES - WEST ENTRY
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PERSPECTIVES - WEST  ENTRY




