
Mexican Paper Flower Instructions
{VIDEO INSTRUCTIONS ONLINE AT MEDINADOD.COM}

1. Begin with 3 – 6 sheets of tissue paper, 10" x 6.5".  You can use a
single color or many colors.

2. Lay the sheets together on top of each other.  Make a fold, ½ - ¾
inches on one short side of the rectangle.  This will define the
width of the folds.

3. Fold the paper accordion –style.

4. Trim both ends of the folded paper.  You can round the tips, cut
points, leave plain, or mix styles.

5. Twist a pipe cleaner around the center of the folded paper,
leaving a long stem.

6. Spread open one side of the folded paper so that it opens up like
a fan.

7. To create the flower petals, slowly separate each layer of tissue
paper toward the top center of the flower.

8. Work your way one layer at a time until you’ve separated all the
layers on one side of the pipe cleaner.  Do the same on the
opposite side.

9. Once all the layers have been separated, you will see how pretty
and fluffy your paper bloom is!

10. Write the name of a loved one on a paper tag and attach it to the
stem of your flower.

http://www.firstpalette.com/Craft_themes/Nature/mexicantissuepaperflowers/mexicantissuepaperflowers.html 



Day of the Dead 
Papel Picado:

A fancy version 
for you to see.



Papel Picado 
Banner:

A simpler 
version



Supplies Needed:

--Rectangular sheets of 
colored tissue paper, 6” x 
8” or larger.

--Scissors (pointed tips 
are best)

--Glue (white/Elmer’s 
school glue)

--An 1/8” dowel, string or 
yarn to hang the banner



Fold the tissue paper
in half width-wise. 

Then fold it in half 
again, width-wise. 
Line up the edges and 
smooth with fingers 
to make creases on 
the folded edge.



Now fold 
diagonally. It 
does not have 
to be exact, but 
just so that 
there is about 
half of the paper 
on each side of 
the fold.



Make small cuts 
along the folded 
diagonal edge, 
of varying 
shapes.  Don’t 
cut too far into 
the folded area.

Papel picado means “bitten 
paper.” The cuts are like 
small bites.



Now open the 
diagonal fold. 
You can see 
patterns 
starting to 
appear.



Continue to 
make small cuts 
around the 
edges of the 
flag, whatever 
you want.



Open out the 
flag completely.

Put a THIN line 
of glue along 
one short edge. 



Take a thin 
dowel or piece
of string and lay 
it on top of the 
line of glue. 
Press down, so 
it sticks to the 
paper, 
THEN………



Roll the dowel or 
string/yarn 
towards the 
center of the flag, 
just a little. The 
tissue paper will 
roll with it and 
seal.

You can add more 
banners to your 
string or stick.



You can hang a 
lot of small ones 
on the string for 
decorations…



Or make them 
with bigger 
sheets of tissue 
paper, like 
these.

Have fun!
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